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Notes from the Pastor:  
The overall theme reflected upon in the church 

during the month of October is “the church 

militant.” In other words, the church of God, 

struggling along in this world, yet confident and 

well-supplied by her Lord in every situation. The two festivals 

bracketing this period are the Sunday remembering St. Michael and All 

Angels, which serves as a reminder to us of the help given to us in this 

struggle by the angels, through the festival of the Reformation, a 

reminder of the confession to that faith given by Martin Luther and the 

Reformers.  

The struggle goes on for the church as a whole, for specific 

congregations, and for us as individuals. Sometimes we call this the 

bearing of the cross. Life isn’t easy. We scuffle and fight against the 

devil, the world, and our own sinful nature. We don’t know where God is 

leading us, and wonder where we are going and why God is leading us 

down this path. It takes an effort to live a life of forgiveness and peace.  

This is particularly true in our society of late. There is much opposition 

to the Christian faith, sometimes so much we think we should simply be 

quiet or hide our faith. That is not the answer. People NEED Jesus, even 

if they think they don’t. There are ways to be 

openly confessing the faith. That doesn’t mean we 

should be obnoxious, but rather be open to talking 

about our faith, even praying for opportunities. 

The LSF student group is getting skills in 

communication in their study. And the Minnesota 

North district is encouraging us to pray for 

opportunities, and take them when they come. 

There will even be resources to help in particular 

situations. 
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We all need God’s help and strength. Of course, one 

key way in which God provides for and strengthens 

his people is through His Word, the Scriptures. That 

is one more good reason for October to be a month in 

which to refocus our attention on that Word. In Psalm 

1, the person who delights in God’s Word is pictured 

as a tree growing strong while abiding near the 

stream, continually bearing fruit. Also from our 

district, there will be beginning this month an 

emphasis on “Bring it Home,” this time a daily 

overview of one book of the Bible. That is fast and superficial, but 

inserts are available to help us key in on important sections and passages 

from each book, and hopefully you will want to revisit certain scriptures.  

There are also opportunities for study offered by our congregation. 

Tuesday morning at Perkins at 7:00 we read through the Bible, currently 

the later part of Ezekiel. On Sunday mornings at 8:25 we study the 

readings for that day in church, preparing to receive from our Lord his 

gifts through His Word. Also LifeLight is beginning a new study this 

month on Sunday afternoons, the historical books of 1 and 2 Chronicles. 

Another great resource for the theme of the church militant is in our 

hymnals. Most have a whole section marked “Church Militant.” In 

Lutheran Service Book the hymn numbers are 655-669. That section 

includes many of our best-loved hymns. They remind us of our call to 

“Stand Up for Jesus” while at the same time reminding us of the strength 

of our “Mighty Fortress.” We are encouraged to “Be Strong in the Lord.” 

We will sing many of these in church this month, but you might take 

time with your families to sing through this section at home. 

God grant us his strength in our earthly struggles as we watch and pray 

and as God leads us forward. 

In Christ our Lord, 

 
Pastor Robert Franck 
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for more information go to 
https://mnnlcms.360unite.com/someone-you-know 

 

https://mnnlcms.360unite.com/someone-you-know
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Notes from the Executive Director… 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 

As the days become obviously shorter it is apparent 

fall is truly upon us (plus that darn loss to the Packers 

- I think it will be SO much better to beat them in 

December and ruin their Christmas).  September was a 

wonderful month at Mount Olive.  It is great to have the students back at 

Mount Olive and we are glad to see them participating in the coffee 

fellowship hours after services.  The celebration of our Senior Saints on 

9-22-19 was a wonderful day in the history of Mount 

Olive honoring and celebrating all of those who have 

served the Lord for so many years at Mount Olive 

and I would like to Thank Julie Igo for all of her 

work on the project and everyone who helped in 

some way with the interviews, pot luck dinner, set-up/clean-up, etc.  

October is traditionally a "slow" month at Mount Olive but I would 

encourage everyone to continue to attend worship services and share in 

the fellowship of Mount Olive. There continues to be ongoing efforts 

regarding the downstairs bathroom remodeling projects.   We are 

awaiting a final written proposal from the contractor who submitted the 

low bid for the projects to verify the final cost which would be entailed 

with the projects.  The preliminary estimates would indicate that we will 

be between $4000 and $8000 short of the projected cost compared to our 

budget for the projects. Following receipt of the final written proposal 

there will be a Voters meeting regarding the final information and prior 

to a final decision on proceeding with the projects.  In the event it is 

decided to proceed with the projects a tentative schedule for the projects 

would be for Mount Olive to perform the tasks entailed with removing 

the current items, flooring, etc from the bathrooms in January 2020 with 

the actual construction projects tentatively scheduled for February/March 

2020. Any and all volunteers for the clean-up would be greatly 

appreciated and further details will be available in the future.  We are 

expecting an "Elders/Men's Club" fundraising dinner in October and 

I would encourage everyone to watch the schedule for and to attend the 

dinner which will be for a very good cause in improving the facilities at 

Mount Olive. Thank you again to everyone who has served and 

participated in the coffee fellowship hours and I hope that we can 

continue to have these coffee fellowship hours on a regular basis. 

 I would like to apologize for my limited involvement at Mount Olive in 

activities over the past several months. In July right after Amy and 
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Nathan's wedding I had gone in for a routine visit at which time they 

noted that my heart was in atrial fibrillation (A fib).  During the visit my 

heart rate went up into the 180's and it was necessary to give me a 

medication to slow my heart rate down.  The medication significantly 

slowed me down physically and that began the process of "walking the 

high wire" of trying to balance out controlling my heart rate without 

"bottoming out" my blood pressure.  Shortly after the diagnosis my heart 

spontaneously return to normal rhythm but unfortunately after several 

days again went back into A Fib which then necessitated placing me on a 

blood thinner to prevent a blood clot from developing in my upper heart 

and resulting in a stroke.  After 6 weeks of the blood thinner last Monday 

I underwent a cardioversion which resulted in my heart going into a 

normal rhythm for approximately 1 day before again going back into A 

Fib and this bought me another medication to attempt to further control 

my heart rate in an attempt to "rest" my heart due to the fact that the 

rapid heart rates  that I had experienced over these months had 

precipitated mild -moderate heart failure due to the fact that these rapid 

heart rates had resulted in my heart being "fatigued" and not pumping at 

maximal efficiency.  Although there are some difficult days of being 

either lightheaded or short of breath even with limited activity the Lord 

has blessed me by overall feeling better since the cardioversion and with 

the new medication but my tolerance for activities remains limited 

(although I suppose this also has something to do with my advancing 

chronological age).  During this time I have been blessed with my 

wonderful wife who has been there and been a tremendous support on 

the good and bad days. I would also like to Thank all of my wonderful 

friends here at Mount Olive for their thoughts, prayers, cards and kind 

words - you have no idea how much it has been appreciated.  I have 

found that with this episode and previous issues related to my health that 

the Lord has utilized each of these episodes to teach me something - be it 

the true blessing of good health but also to better make 

me understand what other people with this and even 

more serious conditions go through each day struggling 

with their health. Apparently the Lord has more for me 

to do and I look forward to being back involved in the 

activities at Mount Olive in the near future.  Thank you 

again for your kindness during this time. Until next 

month when Thanksgiving will be looming Take Care 

and God Bless. 

Yours in Christ, Ed Martinson 
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Church Office…  

Happy Fall Everyone! 
We are starting this season off with 

some interesting weather! The 

torrential rain made me think I had 

moved back to Florida.  Fall is 

bonfires, football games and general 

nesting, not tents and umbrellas!  Oh well, soon we will have 

Halloween, All Saints Day, Thanksgiving, Advent and then 

Christmas.  It’s a fun season!  In all of this revelry remember also 

those who are less fortunate.  Volunteer at a soup kitchen, donate to 

the food shelf, knit or crochet warm mittens, scarves or hats.  Give 

generously to a charity or donate at the blood bank…..not just during 

this time of giving, but all year through.  We have all been blessed … 

let us share God’s love with others as well. 

I would like to Thank everyone for the well wishes during my 

bunionectomy recovery.  It is lasting longer than I anticipated … so 

Thank you! 

October is Pastor Appreciation Month.  If you can this month; find 

ways to express your appreciation for Pastor Franck.  He is wonderful 

source of theological knowledge and he enjoys sharing it; his humor 

is wonderful also!  I enjoy the conversations we have about the Bible 

and appreciate the insight I get listening to his sermons. We are so 

fortunate to have him at Mt. Olive. 

Mt. Olive has so much to offer to its members and to the community. 

It was inspiring to see our Senior Saints so honored.  Thank you to 

those members who participated; the book was a wonderful insight 

into their lives.  It is also wonderful so see the returning visitors; 

especially the college students; they add so much 

vitality to our congregation. 

Enjoy your Fall days whether it is a football game 

or raking leaves or just sitting by a camp fire. 

I know I will.  Happy Fall! 

Your Servant in the Lord,  

Julie  
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 Lydia Circle will meet for a noon lunch and get together on 

Thursday, October 3rd.  Join them for lunch and fellowship.  

Don’t forget to bring a sandwich!! 

 Rebecca Circle will meet for lunch October 26
th

 at Valentini’s 

Italian Resaurant at 11:30 am.  Men are invited to this lunch.  

Contact Sandi Iverson (525-2976) for reservations and if you 

would like a ride to the restaurant. 

 
Note that the LWML Fall Rally will be held on 
Saturday, October 12 in Silver Bay. The guest 
speaker will be our own Robin Muench, with a 
presentation entitled “That Others Through Our 
Love Might Live.” A number of us are planning 
on attending. It is a wonderful time of fellowship 
with our sisters in Christ, and we get to enjoy the beautiful scenery 
of the North Shore as we drive up there. If you are wanting to ride 
along with us, please speak with Carol Walczak. 

 

Ladies of Mt. Olive, you are all invited to attend our 

next LWML meeting will be in November in the Upper 

Room following the church service. 

 P. S.  The Ladies’ Quarterlies have arrived and are in the 

mailboxes.    Enjoy! 

 
Don’t forget that the first Sunday of each 

month is LWML Mite Sunday!! 

Mites collected thru September totaled $117.39 (1,451.59) 

 
October is Pastor Appreciation Month!  

Take a few moments to share your 
thanks, prayers and encouragement 

with Pastor Franck 
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LWML Sunday is October 6th 

 October 6 is LWML 

Sunday. The Lutheran 

Women’s Missionary 

League is the official 

women’s auxiliary of 

The Lutheran Church – 

Missouri Synod. Since 

1942, the LWML has 

affirmed each woman’s 

identity as a child of 

God and her 

relationship with Jesus 

Christ. Lutheran 

Women in Mission are 

women of faith, 

empowered for active 

service in Jesus’ name 

and bold support of 

missions through Mite 

Box offerings. As 

Christians, our faith 

propels us all into God’s mission and gives us confidence that 

God’s amazing grace will supply our needs and move His mission 

forward. To financially support the mission projects of the LWML, 

we collect “mites.”  Based on the Biblical account of the widow’s 

mite (Luke 21:1-4), the mite box is intended for regular 

contributions of mites - offerings above and beyond the support 

given to congregations and the LCMS. Mite box contributions 

amount to millions of dollars that fund district and national mission 

grants and implement the LWML program. We will have mite 

boxes available to anyone who may need them. It might be a great 

teaching opportunity for your young daughters; how about 

grabbing a mite box for them? Thank you to all who contribute to 

our mite box collections and the support of the LWML! 
 



10  Highlights                                                                            October 2019 

 Mt. Olive Women’s Circles 

 
 

The Lydia Circle meets the first Thursday of each month from 
April through December at noon.  We are involved in various 
activities; which include the Mite program, supporting the 

Bethesda Lutheran Home, and a summer potluck luncheon.  We 
also sponsor a Christmas luncheon held at noon on the first 

Thursday in December for all church members and their friends.  
We also have an annual Bake Sale in December. 

 
The Priscilla Circle meets every two to three months during the 
week.  Our goal is to make available Christian based materials 

for use by people of all ages and to maintain the church’s 
library.   

 
The Quilting Circle meets as needed.  We give quilts to the 
Women’s Shelter and one quilt our our graduates.   We also 

make lap robes for the shut-ins, veterans and senior members in 
need of comfort. 

 
The Rebecca Circle meets at various times during the year.  We 
celebrate the love of Christ by giving to others our gifts of food, 
money, time, and talents.  We host several coffee fellowships 
and supported the LWML with dues and mites.  We also give to 
the Union Gospel Mission, The Heifer International and CASDA.  

 
The LWML meets typically on the second Sunday of January, 

March, May, September, and November after the worship 
service.  We were started in 2014 to be an “umbrella” to unite 
all of the women of Mt. Olive.  We have many projects planned 
for the year and rallies and conventions that we participate in.  
We welcome and encourage all women of Mt. Olive to join us at 

our next meeting. 
 

An open invitation is extended to all women of Mt. Olive to 
consider joining one of these groups. Come join the fun! 
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Mission Sunday is October 20th 

Main Street Living 
MAIN STREET LIVING – NORTHLAND is a television 

broadcast ministry in the Duluth Area sharing the good news of 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

MAIN STREET LOVING NORTHLAND SERVICE WORSHIP 

televised by KBJR Channel 6-NBC.  SUNDAYS – 9:30 AM.  

“MAIN STREET LIVING NORTHLAND” is a locally produced TV 

program that includes a 30 minute worship service led by 

participating pastors of the Minnesota North District of our 

LCMS, along with a 30 minute program called “This Is The Life”.  

It is broadcast every Sunday at 9:30 a.m.  

To learn more about MAIN STREET LIVING visit…  
https://www.mainstreetliving.com/ 

 
MSL NorthLand is a member of Vimeo, the home for high quality 

videos; to view the archived programs visit… 

https://vimeo.com/user82955593 

 
Thank you for supporting this wonderful ministry! 

https://www.mainstreetliving.com/
https://vimeo.com/user82955593
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Sunday, October 6th 
This week’s pastor is Rev. John Bonk – Shepherd of 
the Lake Lutheran Church; Two Harbors, MN. 

Sunday, October 13th 
This week’s pastor is is Rev. John Bonk – Shepherd 
of the Lake Lutheran Church; Two Harbors, MN. 

Sunday, October 20th 
This week’s pastor is Rev. Matt Kohl – Our 
Redeemer Lutheran Church; Cloquet, MN. 

Sunday, October 27th  
This week’s pastor is Rev. Gregory Seltz – 
Executive Director of Lutheran Center for Religious 
Liberty for LCMS in Washingon DC.  

This is the Life Schedule: 

October 6
th

 – “The Missing Ingredient” 

October 13
th

 – “The Visitation” 

October 20
th

 – “Happiness is Dirty Hands” 

October 27
th

 – “Destination Unknown” 
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The Minnesota District is providing home devotions that will run 
through the Scriptures rapidly; BRING IT HOME.  Please visit  
https://mnnlcms.360unite.com/bring-it-home for more information. 

https://mnnlcms.360unite.com/bring-it-home
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LSF has started! We are studying a new DVD 

series: “Tactics for Defending the Christian Faith”.  

We invite all students and young adults to come and 

join us Tuesdays at 8pm in the lower level of Mt. 

Olive Lutheran Church, 2012 E Superior St.   

Hope to see you there!  If anyone needs a ride just 

let us know.  Elizabeth and Rachel Franck 

 

All Saints' Sunday - November 3rd     

Sunday, November 3rd we will celebrate All Saints Sunday.  

If you have a family member or friend who has died in the 

faith whom you want remembered at the altar, please write 

their name and date of death on a piece of paper and either 

give it to the pastor, or turn it into the church office by 

Wednesday, October 30
th
.  There will be a clipboard on the 

door of the office.  Please sign your name and phone 

number so Julie can call you in case of questions, or call the 

office ASAP 724-2500. 

 
Fall LifeLight Bible study will begin meeting 

Sunday, October 13, from 6:00-7:30 pm. 1
st
 and 

2
nd

 Chronicles are the topic of this study and 

record the reigns of David and Solomon, building 

of the temple, and subsequent kings of Judah. Old 

Testament history is God’s promise at work from the beginning. 

 What’s special about LifeLight Bible studies? They are in-depth, 

there is homework, and you develop close relationships with 

members of the group by sharing questions, answers, and life 

experiences. The best sessions involve new faces and voices to the 

group. Give LifeLight a try! God promises to bless you through 

His Word. 

 Study guides are available in the narthex. Sign-up and take a book 

home. Prepare for the first meeting by completing Lesson 1. 

Suggested materials donation is $9.00. If you have questions, 

please see Pastor Franck or Julie Igo. 

  

“In Him was life, and that life was the light of men.”  John 1:4 
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News from Lutheran Island Camp 
www.islandcamp.org 

 

Greetings in Christ! 
Autumn has arrived and the leaves have started to turn beautiful colors and 

sadly some are dropping. God’s plan is for renewal each year of this 

magnificent machine that we call a tree. Please consider a visit to camp to 

enjoy Autumn beauty. 

Fall Cleanup weekend is coming up on Saturday, September 28
th

. We have 

a number of people already signed up but can always use more. Lots of 

projects that you can help us with. Give us a call to let us know that you are 

coming. 
Lutheran Island Camp was purchased in 1949 for a total price of $16,000. 

One of the first projects that needed to be completed was the construction of 

a roadway to get to the Island. Previous to it being a children’s camp, Bald 

Island, as it was called, had served as a summer pasture for a dairy farmer 

from New York Mills. He would run his cattle across a mud flat that 

connected the mainland with the Island.  It took a couple of years to haul in 

the rock to convert that mud road to the bridge (causeway) that exists today. 

Farmers from the Red River Valley brought their grain and potato trucks and 

hauled hundreds of loads of field rock to build the road up 6-8 feet and 

widen it. There were even some local farmers who used horses and wagons 

to build up the first levels. God’s people can accomplish great things when 

they have a vision and mission. 

Building New Bridges: Last week we were blessed with over $400,000 in a 

legacy gift and another $48,000 in other gifts. God blessed us this week with 

a $10,000 gift and ownership of a life insurance policy that will eventually 

provide us with a wonderful gift. 

The 2
nd

 Annual Creation Conference will be held in October. The speaker 

is a well known creation speaker, Joel Tay. Click here for more information. 
During the month of October Lutheran Island Camp and Christ Serve Ranch 

focus on raising funds for camperships and support of our newest programs. 

We call it our Amazing Day because it provides Amazing Days in the lives 

of children and others that we serve.  We hope you will watch your mail, 

church bulletin, or check our website in October to participate in Amazing 

Day 

Christ Serve Academy News: 
The Called to Defend event in November for middle school aged youth is 

just about full. We may be able to squeeze in a few more youth so please 

give us a call very quickly. 

 

http://www.islandcamp.org/
http://christserveranch.org/content_341.php
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Food  for your body • Food for your soul. 

Mt. Olive Food Shelf News: 

The Mt. Olive Food Shelf is a much used resource for many 
people in this area and it is one of many mission 
opportunities that Mt. Olive sponsors.  Our Thanksgiving 
Offering goes to it every year.  It has grown steadily in 
number of users over this last year.   

 

Ways to support the Food Shelf: 

If you are able to pick up a few extra items when you go to 
the grocery store, they can be left by the cabinet in the 
Upper Room. If you prefer not to shop, a check or cash can 
be put in the offering plate and marked “food shelf.”  

 

Items most needed are soup, canned fruit, canned pasta 
and meat, tuna, peanut butter, jelly/jam, cereal, ramen, 
rice, mac and cheese, pasta and pasta sauce, canned 
veggies and juice. Non-food items include deodorant, 
toothpaste, toothbrushes,  
shampoo, lotion and soap. 

 

Anything you can give would be much appreciated! Thank you! 

Statistics beginning 4/26/10 – total served = 99; 
2011 total served = 229; 
2012 total served = 251 (26 Bibles); 
2013 total served = 317 (20 Bibles); 
2014 total served = 452 (10 Bibles); 
2015 total served = 466 (18 Bibles); 
2016 total served = 346 (16 Bibles); 
2017 total served = 361 (16 Bibles) 
Total served thru October= 239 (5 Bibles) 

Actual monthly totals are posted on the cabinet door in the Upper 

Room. 
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September 22nd was a joy-filled day as Mt. 
Olive “Celebrated Our Senior Saints” through 
Word, song, prayer, fellowship, a special 
booklet, flowers, and good food. Thank you 
to our members 80 years and older who 
allowed their lives to be shared and honored. 

Always remember, you are loved and valued! Thank you to members 
of the LWML who planned and carried out details of the celebration. 
Thank you to Pastor Franck for spiritual guidance and ministry to all 
God’s saints at Mt. Olive. Our day was abundantly blessed with the 
God-given gifts of many people working together and willing hands 
to help where needed. It would be difficult to list by name everyone 
who contributed to the success of this project, yet everyone’s efforts 
are most deeply appreciated. We thank God for you! 

 To all those who volunteered to interview our “senior saints,” to 
bring food to share at lunch, to call for rides, to make cupcakes, to 
arrange flowers, to make corsages and boutonnieres, to decorate, to 
manage kitchen preparations, to greet our “senior saints” and 
welcome their guests, to compile and print the booklet, to make a 
banner, to set-up, to clean-up, and to make follow-up visits to those 
seniors unable to attend: you are heartily thanked and your service 
is a blessing! God designed His church to work through diverse 
members of one body. Indeed, it takes all kinds of servants, and with 
all kinds, we are better equipped to serve the LORD. 

 
Dear Mount Olive Friends, 

     Today's beautiful gift to us older people was lovely and I want to 

thank the LWML for all of their planning, writing, making the lovely 

banner, corsages, booklet, table settings, and cupcakes. Special thanks go 

to Julie Igo for her idea to get this started! Many others volunteered help 

at lunchtime with gifts of food, planning, time and muscle. You are all 

blessings to us in the Mount Olive family. 

     Thanks, too, to Pastor Franck for his welcome, special prayers, 

scripture readings and hymn choices which enriched our worship. It's 

been a memorable day. 

     Now, it's time for a nap! Clara and I admitted that we sure do get tired 

faster nowadays. 

      With a grateful heart,  

              Kathy Hass 
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       Congratulations to Matt and Rita Farchmin on 

their new baby girl, Evelynn Marie Farchmin.  She was 

born in Superior on Friday, September 6
th
 and weighed a 

whopping 8lb 6oz.  Congratulations to Carol and Jon on 

becoming grandparents again!  

 

Congratulations to Carol and Rick Walczak on the birth of 

their new Granddaughter, Stella Rose Walczak; born on 

8/23/2019 and weighed in at 8 lbs 13 oz.  Congratulations to 

the parents Justin and Whitney. 

 
Congratulations to Taran and Nick Polzin 

on the birth of their little girl, Kiera Polzin this last 

Saturday, September 14. Congratulations to the new 

grandparents Ed and Jayne Martinson. 

 
Our thoughts and prayers go to the family of Ken Brinkman 

(Robin Muench’s cousin’s husband) who passed away 

Wednesday, September 18
th
 from pancreatic cancer.  May 

God grant His comfort and peace to the Brinkman family as 

they grieve the loss of their husband and father.  

 
Congratulations to Julie Balmer and Lloyd Lindgren 

on their wedding, Saturday, October 5th!  

Congratulations to Nickcole Thomas and Levi Pederson  
on their wedding, Saturday, October 12th! 

“And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in 
perfect harmony.”  

Colossians 3:14 

 
Congratulations! 

 Jaclyn Reinemann and Dan Lindsey 
 on their upcoming wedding  

Saturday, October 12th! 

 “With all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another 
in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace." 

Ephesians 4:2-3 
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11 John and Jennifer Keske, 16 years 

20 Tom and Nikki Robbins, 4 year 

30 Jerry and Kathy Hass, 1 year 

 

 

  5    Joshua Miller 

  6    Jennifer Keske 

  8    Ben Griffith 

  9 Jacob Griffin 

10 Justin Walczak 

11 Hannah Franck 

14    Kevin Jones  

15 Breanna Longtin 

        Peter Pierce 

         

16 Nick Polzin 

20 Greg Pesola 

        Gary Werkhoven 

21    Jacob Keske 

        Eloise Lietzan 

22    Brian Aubin 

24 Lydia Franck 

        Harlan Keske 

27 Benjamin Swanum 

28 Benjamin Wilmes 

31 Jeff Reinemann 
 

 

 
 

Feel Better! 
 

Ed Martinson, Raychel Reiff, 

Dagmar Seybold, Kay Stonemark,  

Delores Wendling, Gary Werkoven 
 


